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August 22, 2010









Port Chester, NY

Honorable Robert Astorino

Westchester County Executive

Michalelian Office Building

106 Martine Ave.

White Plains, NY 10601
Dear County Executive Astorino,


We the members of the Fire Advisory Board wish to respectfully go on record as being opposed to the Public Safety-Emergency Services merger plan as currently envisioned by the proposal from your office. We respectfully request that you allow us, the representatives of the fire service in conjunction with the EMS Advisory Board, to not only review your proposal but allow this board to formulate an alternative proposal that will not only save money but will also allow the Department of Emergency Services to continue its existence. A change, this considerable, in protection for Westchester County’s residents and guests is unquestionably worth the small span of time we are requesting

Like all taxpayers we acknowledge the need for savings, and we are fully cognizant of the fact that there will be savings to be found at various levels and operations at DES and Public Safety. We are also prepared to recommend spending cuts and consolidation of some aspects of the Department. Nevertheless, we also realize that no price can be put on the safety of the taxpayer. The elimination of DES and the creation of an overall Department of Public Safety for a small savings without taking the time to explore the ramifications of such a decision is an extremely unwise one.  Please allow us, the representatives of the fire service, Career and Volunteer, Chiefs, Officers and Firefighters the time and opportunity to provide you with the advice we are tasked with giving you as required by State Law.
Respectfully,
Chairperson   Michael DeVittorio   Westchester County Volunteer Firefighters Association
Vice Chairman Julian Keiser          Career Firefighters
Robert J. Broderick          At Large 
 Ross L. Campbell            At Large 
George Tockstein    Westchester County Association of Fire Chiefs
Joseph Olenik            At Large
Chief Thomas Cain       at Large (Career Chiefs)
Chief Richard Lyman     at Large (Career Chiefs)
Chief Peter MacDonald   at Large (Career Chiefs) 
Thomas P. Dinkler    Westchester County Association of Fire Chiefs 
Joseph Iantorno     Westchester County Association of Fire Chiefs 
Henry P. Bergson     Associations of Fire Districts
Kenneth E. Hoffarth    Associations of Fire Districts
David Klaus    Association of Fire Districts
 
Albert Mignone   Westchester County Volunteer Firefighters Association
Robert Moon     Westchester County Volunteer Firefighters Association 
William Treacy    Career Firefighters
Fred Steneck

At Large
